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Hello, and welcome to 
the spring 2010 issue of 
Lead on.  It is not only a 
New Year, but a new 
decade, one in which we 
hope that Seeing Dogs will 
put its name well and truly 
on the map of assistance 
dog charities.  
 As usual, our 
Secretary brings you up to 
date with all the latest 
news.  Please make a note 
of the date of our Annual 
General Meeting, and 
make every effort to be 

there.  If you are not a member, why not become one, 
come to Bognor and have your say about what you 
would like to happen in the future?  Membership is 
only £5 a year. 
 Dog news and fundraising news are, of course, in 
this issue.  While we are talking of fundraising, we 
must once again say thank you to those who have sent 
postage stamps.  Please keep them coming.  Send 
them to: 68 Osborne Gardens, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 
6SJ. 
 In this issue, you will once again find a warning 
about the terrible consequences of dogs eating certain 
foods.  The case stated is true: please take it seriously.   
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 By the time this magazine falls on your mat, 
perhaps the weather will have improved, and we shall 
be able to get out and about.  We hope you have a 
lovely spring and early summer, and don’t forget to 
keep the flag flying for Seeing Dogs. 
 The deadline for contributions for consideration for 
inclusion in the next issue is Monday, 14 June 2010.  
We can accept print, Braille, tape, or email.  Our email 
address is pianoman@dialstart.net. 

 
Lindsey and Mike Pannell 

 

���	���	����	���	��
 
 

 Hello everyone, it’s that 
time again, when I update you 
on Seeing Dogs matters. 

This year’s AGM 
Weekend will be held from 
Friday, 27 August, to Monday, 
the 30th, which is the Summer 
Bank Holiday Weekend, at the 

Russell Hotel, Kings Parade, Bognor Regis,    PO21 
2QP.   

We have booked three nights’ half-board (the 27th, 
28th and 29th, departing on Monday, the 30th), at a price 
of £53.10 per person per night.  The hotel has given us 
a discount.  To receive this, you must book by 27 May.  
Anyone booking after that date will be charged the full 
price of £59 per night.  In any case, if you wish to 



seeingdogs.org.uk 

 5

attend, please book before the middle of June, as I 
have provisionally 
booked a block of 
rooms, and if these 
are not taken, I shall 
have to release 
them, so that they 
can be used for 
other guests 
wanting to stay at 
the hotel.  

For those 
members of The 
Circle of Guide Dog 

Owners who had a bad experience when the Circle 
last held its AGM Weekend there, we informed the 
current management of this, although no official 
complaint was made about what some totally blind 
people perceived as the lack of help from staff        
Ron Devey, to whom I spoke when I booked, said that 
the staff do their best to provide as much help as 
possible, given that there is a limited number of staff 
on duty at any one time.  We shall have at least two 
sighted people with us for most of the weekend, who 
will also be able to help when required. 

We hope you will give the Russell a go, even if you 
have had a bad experience in the past.  There is new 
management there now.  Two of our trustees have 
stayed there, and were very happy with it. 

We have booked a Flag Day on Saturday, 28 
August, in Bognor Regis.  Geoff and I inspected the 



LEAD ON ISSUE 25 SPRING 2010 

 6 

town on Saturday morning, 6 February, and it was 
quite busy.  Therefore, as Bognor Regis is a tourist 
area, we think it will be even busier on a Summer Bank 
Holiday Saturday.  There is a pedestrianised shopping 
area and surrounding streets containing shops.  There 
is a Morrisons supermarket in the pedestrianised area. 

Although I haven’t discussed with the other 
trustees yet when we should hold the actual AGM, I 
think Sunday morning will be the best time, with a 
Trustees’ Meeting in the afternoon.  If we hold it at 
about 11 am, it will enable those members who wish to 
leave on Sunday, but still attend the AGM, to get away 
at a reasonable time. 

You can book via the hotel, on 01243 871300, or 
via me, on 01483 765556, email: 
info@seeingdogs.org.uk.  If you book via the hotel, 
please tell them you’re booking for The Seeing Dogs 
Alliance AGM Weekend.  There are no double rooms, 
only twin rooms; however, Ron Devey told us that the 
single rooms contain double beds, and are large 
enough to accommodate two dogs.  Therefore, 
couples who prefer a double room to a twin one should 
ask for a single room.  Like the other Action for Blind 
People hotels, the Russell Hotel will provide dog food, 
dog bowls and dog beds.  You will have to tell the staff 
or me when you book what your dog eats if you wish 
them to provide dog food.  The hotel also has a 
minibus, and will collect guests from Bognor Regis 
station.  You will have to make arrangements with the 
hotel if you want to be collected. 

Subscriptions for 2010/11 become due on 1 April.  
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All the details about how you can pay, and/or donate, 
will be at the back of the magazine. 

You may remember that I have reported from time 
to time that we were planning to become a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation, a form of incorporation 

introduced in the Charities Act 2006, 
when it became available.  At 
present, we are an unincorporated 
association, which means we don’t 
have limited liability, so all our 
trustees are individually liable to pay 
any debts we incur.  However, of 

course, we don’t intend to incur any debts, so the 
situation shouldn’t arise.  I have recently learned that 
the Charity Commission is considering only allowing 
new charities to take advantage of this new method of 
incorporation initially.  Under the 2006 Act, voluntary 
organisations have to have a minimum  

of £5000 before they are eligible to apply for 
registration as charities.  However, the Commission 
said that later on, they would allow organisations with 
an income of less than this figure to apply.  At the 
beginning of February, I asked the Commission if they 
were allowing such organisations to apply for 
registration yet, to which the reply was that they 
weren’t.  Therefore, if they were still only allowing 
organisations with the minimum income required by 
the Act to apply for registration as Charities over three 
years after the Act was passed, and they only allow 
new charities to register as CIOs initially, it may be 
years before they allow existing charities to transfer to 
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this form of incorporation.  With this in mind, I shall be 
suggesting to the other trustees that we should 
consider becoming a Company Limited by Guarantee, 
so that our trustees have limited liability. 

The Trustees’ Meeting which was booked for 9 
January had to be postponed, due to the weather 

conditions at that time, so 
our first meeting of the year 
took place on Saturday, 13 
February. 

If you would like to be a 
trustee, please either find 
someone to nominate you 
and someone to second 
that nomination in writing, 
or if you can’t find two 

people to do this, get in touch with me.  We need 
people with business skills, fundraising skills, and, of 
course, knowledge about blind people, and who have 
an interest in dogs.  Each applicant will be interviewed, 
and if considered a possible candidate for trusteeship, 
they will be expected to attend a Trustees’ Meeting as 
an observer, so that they can meet the existing 
trustees, and we and they can judge whether they will 
be suitable to join the team.  Our meetings are 
normally held on the first Saturday in January, April 
and July, and over the AGM Weekend.  The ones held 
in January, April and July take place at The Royal 
National Institute of Blind People, 105 Judd Street, 
London, W1h 9NE, commencing at 12 noon.  The 
room is always booked till 4 pm, although we usually 
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finish well before that time.  There is a drinks machine, 
but you will be expected to bring your own lunch, for 
which we usually have a break. 

That’s all the Secretarial news for this time, so 
have a good spring.  

 
Chris Parker 

 
EDITORS’ NOTE 

 
We have stayed at the Russell Hotel on several 

occasions, and have always found it to be excellent.  
 

����	�
�
��������
 

 
 Since the last issue of Lead On, 
Tony Barclay has raised £651.60 in 
street collections in Northern Ireland 
and £90 from recycling mobile 
phones, Aaron and Michelle Ross 
have raised £453.18 in collections in 

Maidstone, one in Week Street and one in the Mall 
Chequers Shopping Centre, and Aaron, Michelle, 
Geoff and I have raised £417.45 with a collection in 
Sainsburys, Maidstone.  The last collection was very 
disappointing, as we hoped to raise much more.  
However, it was held on Thursday, 28 January, and 
Thursdays are not as productive as Saturdays.  I 
believe the major supermarkets reserve Saturdays for 
their Charity of the Year and large charities.  There 
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was no room to collect outside the store in Maidstone, 
and we were not allocated much space inside.   

The Mall Chequers collection was a Mass Charity 
Challenge, whereby the Centre doubled the amount 
raised by the charity which collected the most.  
Unfortunately, it wasn’t Seeing Dogs.  

We have received another £250 from the Anchor 
and Horseshoes Charity Fund Raising Committee in 
Guildford.  This Committee raises money for various 
charities.  They either raise it in the Anchor and 
Horseshoes pub, or they may all simply be customers 
of the pub.  Geoff and I intend to visit the pub some 
time to see if we can meet some of the people who 
raise the funds.  We are on their list of charities, and 
are very grateful to them.  The Secretary of the 
Committee, Mrs Anne Gould, receives a copy of Lead 
On. 

You may remember that in September, we 
received £7828 from Barclays Wealth, the stockbroker 
arm of Barclays Bank, through the sterling efforts of 
Margaret Cowie, our Scottish Representative, who 
works there.  The cheque was presented just before 
the AGM took place on Friday, 11 September.  As 
Margaret was present, she attended the Trustees’ 
Meeting in the afternoon of that day, after the AGM had 
been held in the morning, and she said we should be 
receiving another £250.  We received this money a few 
days ago.  Once again, our thanks go to Margaret for 
her efforts, and, of course, to Barclays Wealth. 

You may also remember that in October, Old 
Sharlston Cricket Club, near Wakefield, West 
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Yorkshire, organised a Sponsored Bike Ride from 
Lincoln to Sharlston, the proceeds of which were to be 
split equally between Seeing Dogs and the cricket 
club.  This was initiated by Dr Norman Waddington and 
John Roylance.  A few days ago, we also received our 
half of the proceeds, £1235.  We 
are very grateful to the riders who 
took part in this event, and to 
Norman and John for suggesting 
to the cricket club that they gave 
half the proceeds to us last year 
of what has now become an 
annual event. 

There have also been the usual subscriptions and 
donations from members and supporters, including a 
couple of substantial donations. 

Six Flag Days have already been booked for this 
calendar year, the first one, on 27 March, at the 
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, Gillingham, Kent, 
just falling within the current financial year.  The other 
five are on 17 April, at the Chimes Shopping Centre, 
Uxbridge, which has so far been our most productive 
shopping centre, given that Geoff and I are normally 
the only collectors, 5 June, a street collection in Herne 
Bay, 11th June, on Victoria Railway Station, London, 28 
August, the Saturday of the AGM Weekend, a street 
collection in Bognor Regis, and 11 September, a street 
collection in Canterbury.  The collection on Victoria 
Station is on Friday, the others are on Saturday. 

You can also leave us a legacy.  In summer 2007, 
when Geoff and I decided to write our wills, the former 
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solicitor who wrote them for us offered to provide a 
discounted will-writing service for members and 
supporters of Seeing Dogs.  If you would like to take 
advantage of this service, whether you will be leaving 
us a legacy or not, please contact me by one of the 
methods listed on the front cover of the magazine, and 
I’ll send you the article about this service which was 
published in the summer 2007 issue. 

Some time this year, the 
Charity Commission should 
be bringing in the 
requirement for charities 
who wish to carry out 
collections in public places, 
which virtually means street 

collections, and to carry out door-to-door collections, to 
obtain a licence from them, which will confirm that they 
are suitable to carry out these collections.  This licence 
is expected to last for five years.  Charities will still 
have to obtain a separate licence from the local 
authority in whose area they wish to collect; however, 
presumably, they will have to provide the local 
authority with a copy of their licence from the Charity 
Commission in order to obtain this separate licence.  I 
am assuming that any licences obtained from local 
authorities before the new requirement comes into 
force will be honoured by those authorities, without the 
need for the charities concerned to obtain the licence 
from the Charity Commission. 

Lindsey and Mike’s Annual Coffee Morning takes 
place on Saturday, 1st May this year, and I’m sure they 
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would love to see those of you who live within 
relatively easy travelling distance. 

They will also be running a soft toy tombola on 
Saturday, 24 July, at the Caterbury and District Cats 
Protection Summer Fair.  Our thanks go to the Fund 
Raising Committee of the branch for once more 
supporting us in this way.  

Norman Waddington and John Roylance were 
hoping to have a stand for Seeing Dogs at the Selby 
Game Fair, which is being held from 2-5 April, but have 
realised that they need more time to organise things 
properly, in order to make the most of the opportunity. 

Running a stand over a four day period requires 
having enough volunteers to ensure that large crowds 
can be handled, and that no one has to be on the 
stand for too long.  This year, that help was not 
forthcoming. 

In order for the charity to take advantage of being 
present at such a large event, publicity and marketing 
have to be right.  Again, these weren’t happening.  
Norman and John hope these issues can be resolved 
by next year, and that they will be able to have a 
successful stand at the 2011 Selby Game Fair. 

 
Chris Parker 
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 Readers may remember that we published an 

article in the Winter 2007/8 issue of this magazine, 
warning people of the consequences of dogs eating 
grapes or raisins.  It had been written By Laurinda 
Morris DVM, from the Danville Veterinary Clinic, 
Danville, Ohio, USA.  She had a Labrador brought into 
her clinic which had eaten half a canister of raisins.  
Sadly, this dog suffered  acute renal failure and the 
outcome was fatal. 
The seriousness of poisoning through a dog eating 
grapes, raisins or, indeed, sultanas, was brought home 
to me when a distressed friend, the owner of two 
Labrador X Retrievers, rang me to say that her 
younger dog, who was under two years old, had taken 
a 500g packet of grapes, which had been accidentally 
left out on her kitchen unit.  By the time my friend 
discovered that the dog had got the grapes, it was, of 
course, too late.  The dog had eaten the lot.   
Fortunately, my friend had read our article, and rushed 
both dogs to the vet.  When it was explained to the vet 
what had happened, she took it very seriously.  She 
said the dog must be made to be sick immediately, 
and as there was no way of telling whether the ten-
year-old dog had eaten any of the grapes, the vet 
advised that he should receive the same treatment. 
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At first they tried to give the younger dog, who was 
already beginning to show signs of feeling unwell, 
soda crystals, but the dog became distressed, so it 
was decided to inject both dogs with a powerful drug.  
Both animals were violently sick.  Afterwards, they 
were very weak and shaky, and there was particular 
concern for the young dog, as she was very small, 
although she actually did recover more quickly than 
the ten-year-old. 
The dogs were kept at the surgery for three hours to 
make sure that they were going to be all right.  They 
had to be fed a paste to reline their stomachs, and 
were on a light diet for a while. 
These dogs made a full recovery, because the owner 
acted promptly, but it was very traumatic.  I was asked 
by my friend to remind everyone how dangerous these 
innocent-looking fruits are to our canine friends.  
Please never feed your dogs grapes, raisins or 
sultanas, and if they get them by accident, as 
happened in this case, take them to a vet immediately. 
Chocolate and onions are also toxic, and will very 
quickly make a dog ill, and even kill it. 

Lindsey Pannell 
 
NB.  If you wish to read the article published in the 
winter 2007/8 issue about the danger of dogs eating 
raisins or grapes, give us a ring on 01227 374270, or 
email us at pianoman@dialstart.net, and we will send 
you a copy. 
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DOG  NEWS 
 
 

 
 

Benny, 
officially a yellow 
Labrador, although 
unofficially known 
as a fox red, due 
to the reddish hue 
of the coat, and 
Monty, a black 
Labrador, have 
been matched with 
clients in 

Hampshire and Kent respectively, and will probably be 
trained in April.  Both dogs stayed with their respective 
puppy rearers recently while John Grave, our Guide 
Dog Mobility Instructor, was working for three weeks in 
Wales.   

Gemma, a 
black and red 
German 
shepherd, and 
Lola, a yellow 
Labrador, are 
making steady 
progress with 
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their seeing dog training. 
A few weeks ago, Geoff and I went to see Zeko, 

the second Hungarian wirehaired vizla to be 
purchased and reared as a seeing dog by            
Penny Stratton, of Billericay, 
Essex.  Zeko is doing very 
well, although at the time of 
our visit, Penny said he 
tended to be a fair weather 
dog, and didn’t like going out 
in cold or wet weather.  
Hopefully, he will become 
acclimatised to British 
weather with practice. 

Prior to purchasing 
Zeko, Penny bought another 
vizsla bitch, which she named Eva, and started to rear 
her as a seeing dog.  However, at the age of four 
months, when Eva had not managed to cope with 
traffic, Penny decided to withdraw her from the puppy 
rearing programme.  When we saw her a few weeks 
ago at our visit, she was extremely nervous of us, and 
by the time we left, after three hours, she still hadn’t 
plucked up the courage to let us stroke her.  This 
means she would probably not have made a suitable 
seeing dog anyway.  Penny hadn’t made up her mind 
whether she was going to keep Eva permanently. 

Penny also has a pet vizsla, called Diesel, who 
has a lovely fluffy coat.  She is an extremely playful 
dog.  Penny has two other dogs, which I think are both 
crosses between flat coated retrievers and golden 
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retrievers, and I believe are reject guide dogs, as 
opposed to retired ones.  She certainly has her hands 
full with dogs.  However, as she did with Eszter, I’m 
sure she will do a good job of rearing Zeko.  She 

knows now that she has to 
concentrate on bird distraction 
with vizslas.   

We have begun to look for at 
least one further puppy.  We are 
considering a flat coated 
retriever, and I am thinking of 
looking at a Belgian shepherd 
dog.  

All our working seeing dogs 
are doing well, and their owners 
are very pleased with them. 

 
Chris Parker 

 

�����
by 

Penny Stratton 
 
We were over the moon when Eszter qualified as a 

seeing dog last summer.  Having puppy walked 
various breeds over the years, Eszter presented us 
with an interesting challenge.  Her qualification was 
due, in no small measure, to John Grave's patience 
and dedication during her months of seeing dog 
training with him. 
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The news that Tony Barclay had qualified with her 
inspired us to try another Hungarian wirehaired    
vizsla - this time a boy, called Zeko.  He is growing up 
very well, and is a gentle boy and more reserved than 
Eszter was at the same age.  He is  very sociable with 
both people and dogs, and seems to be well received 
everywhere.  He is completely relaxed on train 
journeys, but does not enjoy bus travel much.  The 
huge number of potholes on our local roads make for 
some very bumpy rides at the moment. 

Our most exciting day so far was a meeting with 
Eszter and Tony.  It was wonderful to see Eszter again 
and to hear Tony's account of their partnership.  We 
loved seeing how the whole family loved and valued 
her.  Zeko had a great time playing with Tony's 
children and Eszter - now his role model!! 

(Editors’ Note) – We look forward to hearing more 
about Zeko in future issues.  We are sure he will do well 
with Penny. 
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